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/ will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your old men will dream dreams,
your young men will see visions.
Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
Joel 2:28-29, NIV

missed. Our verse 2:28 is chapter 3:1 in
the Hebrew Bible and our 3:1 is actually
the Hebrew 4:1. That Hebrew distinction divides the times nicely and gives
each time in history a different chapter.
Let us look at these events that are to
come in the future and on which Joel
rests his hope for the world.
The Spirit Poured Out

Joel was an Old Testament prophet
who climbed high and saw far. What he
saw at first was right before him, a part
of his history—an army of locusts devouring the Judean countryside. Their invasion was a vivid portrayal of the judgment of God to come, the judgment that
would surely devour the people unless
they repented. But with repenting came
the promise that God would be with
them.
Joel stood in the locust-filled present,
knowing the history of how God had
delivered his people in the past, and
looked into the future. He looked, fully
expecting to see that God would deliver
his people as he had in the past.
What Joel saw in the future, though,
was something far different from anything he had known from the history of
his people. What he saw shocked the
prejudices of a Jewish person. First, he
learned that salvation was going to be
available not only to the Jews, but to
Dr. Ives pastors the Grantham, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church.
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everyone. Secondly, he learned that
prophesying, formerly the prerogative
of priests and certain other men, was
going to be available to even women and
slaves. No Jew could imagine two such
tradition-violating events.
When would these things happen?
Joel had climbed high. He saw the great
mountains of God's marvelous deliverance in his own world for his own time.
By looking through the mists that shrouded the top of the mountain he could see
peaks beyond. That's when God would
do his new thing. But beyond these
peaks and foreshortened to Joel's vision
was another range of peaks. The near
peak was Joel's own history. The distant
peaks were a history to come in 400
years or so in the events of Jesus' life and
the events of Pentecost. But the events
of chapter 3 are events of yet another
time, of the last days of the present
world, represented by that distant, not
visible range of mountains.
The Hebrew Bible showed this in a
way that Stephanus, the man who versified our Bible in the 16th century,

There is the day when God will pour
out his Spirit on all people (Joel 2:28).
The Bible began in Genesis 1 with the
Spirit brooding upon the waters. And
there is throughout the Old Testament
the Spirit inspiring men, coming and
then leaving them. Then Pentecost
came. Pentecost was not the day the
Spirit of God began. It was the day
when the Spirit was poured forth.
What was the point of the Spirit being
poured forth at Pentecost? Well, it
resulted in prophesying, in dreams, and
in visions. In Acts 2, when the Spirit
came, there was tongues speaking—
people speaking in real, foreign languages. But that was not the principal
concern. The main point of the Spirit
being poured out was for the salvation
of all people.
What Peter did in his sermon at Pentecost, when he interpreted why the
Spirit had come, was to move away
from talking about the Spirit to talking
about Jesus. And that was exactly what
Jesus himself had said would happen.
"When the Holy Spirit comes, you will
receive power and you will witness to
me" (Acts 1:8). The ministry of the Holy
Spirit is to point people to Jesus.
Joel couldn't understand that, but
that's what happened—the mountain
peaks of Joel 2:28-29 became contemporary history when the Spirit was
poured on all people at Pentecost.
Wonders and Omens
There are also the wonders or cosmic
omens of Joel 2:30. Just as there were in
Egypt signs preceding the release of
Israel from Egypt, so there will be blood
and fire and clouds of smoke before
God's new work. At Pentecost, it was
only seven weeks since an unnatural
darkness had covered Jerusalem and its
people on that day when Jesus was crucified. On that day, because of the unusual gloom during the time of the full
moon, the moon and the sun may well
have looked blood red, like the full
moon does on smoggy nights in cities.
Now such wonders seem magical, and
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people look to see whether such signs
are viewed in our world. For instance, in
verse 30, the words could read "mushroom clouds of smoke," like the cloud
following an atomic explosion. I want to
be careful not to make equations like
that. During Jesus' death some wonders
happened. At the time of the day of the
Lord, there will be further wonders, but
we don't know when or what that will
be.
Salvation for All
There is also the strange new word
that Paul fought so hard for, that salvation will be for all people, Gentiles as
well as Jews (Joel 2:32).
Here is the central theme of the whole
Bible. If you were taking notes in class,
the professor would say, "Underline
this! Memorize this! This is important!"
And it is. Salvation will be for all people!
Old Israel was a lot like modern
South Africa with apartheid. And this
new promise of verse 32 is as though
South Africa would suddenly say, "No
more apartheid! Blacks and whites are
one and will have equal opportunities in
the land."
That is the long battle Paul fought,
the battle we find described in Romans
10. There Paul says salvation no longer
comes to those who keep the law, but it
comes to those who believe with all their
hearts in Jesus. There is no difference in
this matter between Jew and Gentile,
says Paul quoting Joel, for "everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will
be saved."
But, of course, if somebody is to call
on the name of the Lord, he has to hear
about Jesus. In Romans 10 that leads
Paul to say how important it is that
there be people who are telling others
about Jesus. If you don't do it, who will?
One reason we hear little about the
apostles after Jesus' death was that they
talked only to Jews. These people who
had been so close to Jesus kept in a
closed community. God had to convert
Saul to find a man willing to take the
news about salvation in Jesus to nonJews. And it's a good thing!
Restoration of Israel
Then the time shifts and Joel is talking in 3:1 about restoring the fortunes of
Judah and Jerusalem and about judging
the nations. That will happen in the last
days. Romans 11:26 points out that the
deliverer will come from Zion. And of
course the deliverer is Jesus. Until the
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last days Israel is like Edom, condemned
for its unfaithfulness. And until then,
Israel is no more of interest to God than
Edom or Saul's descendants, until that
gracious act of the last days.
I think dispensational theology has
seen this all wrong, but it has clear political consequences. We support Israel in
the Middle East rather than the Arabs,
although 10-20% of the Arabs of the
Middle East are Christians. Shouldn't
we be supporting those who have called
on the name of the Lord and been
saved? Of course. But in the last days,
God will do two things: restore the fortunes of the Jews through faith in the
Messiah, and judge the unbelieving nations. That's the fifth part of Joel's
vision.

In this issue . . .

Nations Judged
To the North and East of Jerusalem is
a long, narrow valley called the Kidron
Valley. The part of the valley that runs
opposite the Golden Gate in the North
Wall of the city is called Gehenna. There
are two doors of the Golden Gate, called
the door of mercy and the door of contrition. It is said that those doors are
closed to unbelievers and all evil people.
At the time of judgment they will be
open and God will be there to measure
mercy and contrition.
It is the Kidron Valley that tourist
guides in Jerusalem point out as "The
Valley of Jehoshaphat," the Valley of
Judgment. It is the place where, according to Joel 3:23 God will judge the
nations of the world for their sin. For
these nations made defenseless people
chattel, they treated them as items to be
bartered.
Along the sides of the valley are little
concrete boxes—burial chambers—for
Jews and Muslims who both believe
that this valley will be the place of God's
judgment. But why are they buried
there? Is it like a waiting room at the
doctor's office where people are lining
up to see the doctor? No, rather, these
buried people believe that at that last
judging in the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
they will have front row seats to watch
as God gives the heathen what they
deserve.
So there we have Joel's words about
the future, the future that began with a
locust plaque and led on to include us
and the future that is yet to be. Most
importantly, Joel's message points directly to Jesus, who brings eternal
salvation. •

"I want to be a disciple of
the Lord, pray for me"
C. W. Boyer
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A breath of
fresh air in a
friendly town
by Dave Brubaker

Shown with her sister Irene and a Fresh Air girl named Lois, Ruth Heisey (left) is
the Fresh Air chairperson for the Lancaster/Hempfield area.

Ricky is a 10-year-old boy from the
south Bronx section of New York City.
He lives with his mother and six brothers and sisters on the sixth floor of a
decaying high rise with a broken elevator. Ricky never met his natural father;
his mother provides for the family with
the modest income she receives from
welfare.
This summer, Ricky has been invited
to a small town in Pennsylvania for a
two week vacation. He recently asked
his mother which subway line he'd have
to take to get to Pennsylvania.
The Fresh Air Program
"Ricky" is a composite of the more
than 13,000 New York City children
who participate in The Friendly Town
Program of the Fresh Air Fund each
summer. The Fresh Air Fund, a private
charity entirely supported by voluntary
contributions, organizes free vacations
for qualified children with host families
in 12 states from Maine to Virginia.
There are over 11,500 families in
2,500 communities who host the urban
children. The complex task of connecting children with host families is handled
by the 50 permanent and temporary
staff members of the Fresh Air Fund
based in New York City.
The Fresh Air Fund has been at this
task for more than a century. According
to a brochure published by the Fund:
"The Friendly Town idea started in
June, 1877, in rural Pennsylvania, when
a young Presbyterian minister, Reverend Willard Parsons, preached a sermon on the plight of the children of New
4

York. Parishioners invited the children
to their homes to share the fresh air and
sunshine, and the program was underway."
The Host Family
What does it take to become a Fresh
Air host? A conversation with Ruth
Heisey, the Fresh Air chairperson for
the Lancaster/ Hempfield, Pa., area, provided some insights:
Most Brethren in Christ families within reasonable distance of New York City
would be eligible. Children have visited
families in New York State, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland. Families in
other areas might contact the Mayor's
Office in a nearby city to discover if
similar programs are available.
Interested families are interviewed by
a member of a local Fresh Air committee during a personal visit. The family
will be asked to complete a simple onepage application, and will be given the
opportunity to specify the desired age
and/or sex of the child it will receive.
There is a greater need for homes for
older children (9-12) and for boys of any
age than for younger children or girls.
The primary consideration for the
local committee is to find homes which
are open and caring, and which will provide needed supervision for the child.
Ruth Heisey notes that, "we try to be

sure that somebody is going to be with
the child all the time."
It is not at all important that the family live on a farm, or have several elementary school age children. For children raised in the ghetto, suburbia or a
small town will seem quite rural enough,
and Ruth herself (a single woman living
in the town of Landisville) has hosted a
Fresh Air child.
The Children
The thousands of children who participate in the program e^ch summer are drawn from every borough in
New York City. Reflecting the racial
composition of the city, most are black
or hispanic. Children from lower income
families which could not afford to provide them with vacations in the country
are eligible. About 75% of the children
are from homes which receive welfare
assistance.
The children are screened by various
social service agencies throughout the
city which cooperate with the Fresh Air
program. There is an age limit of from 5
to 12 years, although return visitors may
be up to 16 years of age. The length of
stay of the children is two weeks for
initial visits, but families may invite
children whom they have hosted previously for longer visits.
Because of the environment in which

John and Janet Stoner, members of the
Lancaster congregation, have hosted
Fresh Air Children since they lived in
Harrisburg in 1970. They have five children of their own.
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they've been raised, the Fresh Air children tend to be different in some aspects
than rural or small-town children. Ruth
Heisey notes that "they are more mature,
socially and worldy-wise, than our children around here." Some tend to be
more aggressive or prone to foul language. While violent behavior is rarely a
problem, some stealing has occurred.
Ruth suggests this pre-emptive solution:
"When a child comes and they unpack,
list everything that is in the bag and tell
them, 'When you go we don't want you
to leave anything.' " A simple check
before they return home will unearth
any "borrowed" items.
The Fresh Air Fund provides the
child's round-trip transportation (by bus
or train), liability insurance and medical
expenses. Each child is given a complete
health examination, as well as being
checked by a nurse for symptoms of
contagious diseases within 24 hours of
departure from New York City.
The Fresh Air Fund has a long history of efficiently linking needy children
with qualified host families. Yet the
needs of these children are more often
emotional and spiritual than physical.
Thus, many have viewed this program
as a good opportunity for Christian
families to minister to such children at
an important stage of their development.
A Christian Opportunity
Although begun by a Presbyterian
minister, the Fresh Air Fund does not
today claim to be a Christian organization. Its representatives are not permitted to discriminate on the basis of religion or race either among prospective
children or host families. However,
many Christians (including Brethren in
Christ families) have participated in the
program over the years.
Ruth Heisey is enthusiastic about the
opportunities available to Christian
families through the Fresh Air program.
"I don't feel it's right for a family to
proselytize a child," she cautions, "but
the absorption (rubbing off) is the thing
we should concentrate on." Such a process will occur during family devotions
and other worship times, but Ruth suggests there is an even more important
consideration: "Perhaps the best thing
for the child is to be in a situation where
they're loved for themselves." Christians, says Ruth, should have a greater
motivation than others to do this.
Ruth's ultimate vision is that the
church serve as an extended family for
the children who come. "Instead of saying that 'certain families are hosting
May 25, 1982

these children,' we should say that 'our
congregation has these children.' " The
entire congregation could minister to
the children not only through its traditional ministries, but also by providing
more support (including financial where
needed) to the hosting families.
Benefits and Problems
No two families which host Fresh Air
children have the same experience. Children are unique, families are unique,
living situations are unique. One Brethren in Christ family which has hosted
Fresh Air children for several years,
John and Janet Stoner of Akron, Pa.,
offered some reflections on their own
involvement.
John and Janet, who have four girls
and a boy of their own, generally had
their son Bobbie (now 12) share his bedroom with two boys from the Bronx.
Perhaps for that reason, their girls are
now more positive about the experience
than is Bobbie. The Stoners hosted the
two boys up to last summer, both are
now enrolled in the Milton Hershey
School, (a private, resident school for
children who do not have both their
parents).
John and Janet see considerable benefits in the Fresh Air program, both for
the host family and the children. "I
thought it was a very good way for
country church people to share with city
church people," noted Janet, since their
two boys came from the Fellowship
Chapel congregation. John stressed the
value of opening one's home to other
people, gaining exposure to other personalities, and interacting with kids
from the city. "It's a cross-cultural experience," he concluded, "you have to treat
it that way."
That's not to suggest that the Stoners
never had any problems. While the boys
"didn't swear or anything" (according to
Bobbie), they were also hesitant to share
much about their lives in the city. Janet

remembers that, "One of the things that
was most difficult was finding work for
the boys to do." She tried to assign at
least one significant chore a day, but
found it a daunting task with seven
children. As well, the boys loved to ride
bicycle, which resulted in some competition among the children for the use of
the available bikes.
There may perhaps be a much more
subtle problem with the basic concept of
the Fresh Air program, which, as Janet
quipped, "Gives kids a taste of the country life for two weeks and then sends
them back." John expressed this as a
"little concern (as to) whether the Fresh
Air program is simply an innoculation
for rural people, salving our consciences
by making usfeel that we're doing something significant about urban need."
Despite this reservation, John endorses participation in the Fresh Air program, and offered helpful advice for
those contemplating involvement. "One
of the important mental attitudes is to
realize that the host family has something to learn and to receive from the
inner-city culture, as well as something
to give."
Add a healthy dose of fresh air, a
child like Ricky, and a friendly town,
and you're almost guaranteed a valuable
two weeks.
For more information about the Fresh
A irprogram or to request a childfor this
summer, contact:
(In Lancaster Country)
Mrs. May Frey; Route 1; Millersville,
17551; (717) 872-2909

PA

(In other areas covered by the Fresh Air
program)
The Fresh Air Fund; 300 Wesf 43rd St.;
New York, N. Y. 10036; (212) 586-0200

You will need to express your interest by
June at the latest to secure a child for
this summer.

PRE-PUBLICATION SPECIAL
Messenger of Grace, the biography of C. N. Hostetter, Jr., win oe
released at General Conference this July. Autographing the book will
be the author, Dr. E. Morris Sider.
For a limited time, readers of the Visitor may order the book for
$5.00, the same price as will be charged at Conference. (The regular
price will be $5.95.)
Send $5.00 in U.S. funds with your name and address to Christian
Light Bookstore, P.O. Box 226, Nappanee, IN 46550. Your order must
be postmarked by July 15 to qualify for this pre-publication price.

5

In the April 25 Visitor, Jerel Book suggested that the
lack of commitment to Christ—not the nuclear
threat—is the greatest challenge facing the church
today. In this companion article, he points out the need to. . .

Proclaim peace prayerfully
by Jerel L. Book
Praying and speaking for peace and
acting in peaceful ways are not just
pious answers to difficult questions. At a
recent seminar, held at Elizabethtown
College in Pennsylvania, Dr. Myron
Augsburger challenged area pastors and
leaders regarding this. His approach
was refreshing because hope was projected and those present were challenged
with the possibilities and options available. One statement continues to remind
the thoughtful: "Prayer is still the most
powerful force for good and for peace in
our confused world."
Pastors, leaders, laity, help bring hope
into difficult situations through prayer
and in speaking forthrightly for peace.
Many voices are needed today at different levels to keep this option open.
Peace is an alternative to destruction. It
is a sacred option.
Nearly a dozen Brethren in Christ
pastors and leaders were among those
challenged to be prayerfully aware of
the dangers our world is facing, including that of being over-armed. Dr. Augsburger and Donald Kraybill, chairman
of the Sociology Department of Elizabethtown College, both spoke of this
danger. America is in a position today of
great worldly strength, and is becoming
overpowering. Weaker nations may well
be tempted to "push the button" first
because they fear a foe who can destroy
the world fifteen times over.
Dr. Kraybill condensed six hours of
statistics into a one hour lecture that
pointed out the awesome results that
would accompany nuclear destruction
to plant and animal and human life,
showing that America is well in front of
Russia in technology and numbers of

Jerel Book pastors the Mount Pleasant
congregation near Mount Joy, Pa.

6

weapons. His remarks agreed with a
recent statement by Dr. Goldberg, a
nuclear physicist of the Jet Propulsion
Lab in Pasadena, that if this continent
were destroyed, our Poseidon submarines alone could continue to fire atomic
missiles for three months, making havoc
of the world. Dr. Kraybill stated that in
relation to the chaos caused by such
destruction to soil, water, plants, ozone,
"what can be calculated is only half of
the story. The other half which cannot
be calculated will be just as serious."
Dr. Augsburger forcefully explained
how our leaders in Washington are
deliberately misleading the American
people into believing we are weaker than
Russia. He also stated that our greater
concern will be with China and Islam.
The world appears to be on the edge of
destruction that cannot be described—
globe-changing destruction so that this
planet would never be the same.
As Christians and leaders we are encouraged to speak out as members of
the state. Dr. Augsburger believes it is
more effective to speak this way than to
speak as though we had the power of the
church behind us (as Jerry Falwell seems
to do). God is ruler over all and we serve
him. Therefore, why not speak for ourselves in behalf of peace and reduction
of arms and encourage our leaders to
take the initiative, since we took the
initiative in dropping the first atomic
bomb. But the place to begin is to halt
production of arms. We must stop in
our tracks and think about what we are
doing, and deliberately consider where
we are going.
We need to listen to Russians and all
men and speak to them, trusting that
they are also created in the image of God
and that reason may still win out. Our
President must be encouraged to lead
the way in scaling down the awful preparation for nuclear and total destruction.

Dr. Augsburger warned that "they
that take the sword shall perish by the
sword." He said America has taken the
way of the sword and is already experiencing economic woes and declining
moral courage. But it is not too late.
There is yet time to repent and turn from
our destructive course to the way of
peace.
As pastors, we must challenge the
church to pray. One of the many concerns is an economic one which indicates a crisis of creative activity. It must
be shown, for example, that just preparing for war is economically destructive.
God give us persons who are creative in
areas of peaceful industry and exploration. For every one million dollars spent
on arms fewer persons are employed
than would be for a million dollars spent
on peaceful ventures including medical
research.
Pastors, be challenged to preach and
call your people to faith and creativity
that directs away from destruction and
toward peace. Call your people to pray
for those in leadership who are faced
with such awesome decisions. The booklet distributed recently to all Brethren in
Christ pastors by the MCC Peace Section, "A Matter of Faith, "is an excellent
source of sermon and study material.
"Peace, War, and the Christian Conscience" is an instructive pamphlet by
Joseph J. Fahey that can be obtained by
writing to: The Christophers, 12 East
48th St., New York, NY 10017. Sojourners Peace Ministry, 1309 L Street
NW, Washington D.C. 20005 has excellent materials available such as John
Stoner's recent pamphlet: "Take the
Message to Jerusalem."
Monday evening, March 8, Dr. Augsburger told the Elizabethtown College
Church of the Brethren he had talked to
Senator Mark Hatfield that morning
regarding his conversation with President Reagan on the topic of arms reduc-
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tion. President Reagan said something
like this to Senator Hatfield: "Mark,
you know your Bible. We are preparing
for Armageddon. How can you encourage me to reduce arms?" We must pray
that our leaders do not respond in fear,
but in faith. May we each take advantage of the opportunities we have to
speak of peace. Government must listen
to the people in the market place.
What are we saying? The people still
have a voice. In America, government
still is responsive to, and is guided by the
will of the people. We Brethren in Christ
and Mennonites are part of those people. We have something to say in the
name of peace and justice because we
are part of the state and because we are
"under God."
On May 30 a number of churches
have agreed to present the peace message and to pray for peace. What an
opportunity to again creatively share the
good news of the gospel of peace!
Will you proclaim peace prayerfully?
May the God of peace plant within
our hearts his hope for a better tomorrow. And may it begin today.

Peace was Planted
Once upon a time a seed was planted
deep within my heart.
When Jesus died He gave Himself
transforming those
who full of fight
had battled with the Lord of peace.
This seed began to grow
until the light
it brought
became a beacon in the night.
Stronger it became
each passing day
as others too, discovered
Jesus' way of love.
That seed has long since disappeared
beneath the soil of my heart
but the plant
continues yet to grow
for it was peace
that first was planted there
and it is watered
with the Word
and care:
growing
in the light of love
reflected
there.
Jerel L. Book
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New Call Conference
focuses on nuclear
challenge to faith
"Christians Confronting the Nuclear
Arms Race" will be the theme of the
third national conference of New Call to
Peacemaking, to be held June 17-20,
1982, on the campus of Elizabethtown
College, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Evening speakers include Gordon Cosby, pastor of the Church of the Saviour
in Washington, D.C., and Mary Cosby,
speaker with World Peacemakers; Sojourners editor Jim Wallis; Catholic
priest Daniel Berrigan; and Myron Augs-

Book Review

The
Final
Epidemic
Published by the Educational Foundation for Nuclear Science. Distributed
by University of Chicago Press. Paperback, 246 pages.
(Reviewed by Samuel M. Brubaker,
M.D., Arcanum, Ohio.)
This is a very readable book about the
danger of nuclear war and the effects of
nuclear explosion. The escalating arms
race is stirring many physicians and
scientists to speak up concerning the
jeopardy we all face. In this volume, the
message of 22 of them is brought to the
public. These authors are writing about
subjects in which they have considerable
professional expertise.
Several chapters present the facts of
the current nuclear arsenals of both East
and West, and the projected buildup on
each side. The nature of nuclear destruction by blast, burn, and radiation receives considerable detail. Survival is
depicted as largely illusory, because a
nuclear exchange will greatly alter the
ecological and social systems on which
we will depend. Months after the exchange, famine and infectious diseases
will ravage that portion of the population surviving the early weeks of the
post-exchange period. The effects will
continue to unfold for years as those
exposed to ionizing radiation experience
the increased incidence of malignant

burger, Mennonite evangelical leader
and pastor of a new congregation in
Washington, D.C.
Morning Bible lectures will be given
by John H. Yoder, with study/worship
groups following the lectures. A wide
variety of afternoon workshops will be
offered.
The conference is open to all Brethren
in Christ. There is no registration required for persons attending only the evening sessions.
Registration forms and information
on the conference, and about the work
of New Call, are available by contacting
New Call to Peacemaking, Box 1245,
Elkhart, IN 46515-1245; phone (219)
294-7536.
disease which was the legacy of the
Hiroshima survivors.
When there is no effective treatment
for a disease, efforts must be directed
toward prevention. In perhaps the most
insightful chapter of the book, Dr.
Roger Fisher of Harvard Law School
raises questions about the American
concept of winning. Both East and West
face the same hazards, so will have to
work cooperatively if either is to escape
the ultimate end of a nuclear arms race.
The only way America can win is to find
a way whereby the Soviet Union can
also win. Neither side can afford a solution in which one is winner in the usual
sense of the term. A large part of America's problem is the "we must come out on
top" mentality with which we approach
international affairs.
Although written by physicians and
scientists, this book is not highly technical. It is intended to be read by the public. It will be enlightening to persons
who are just beginning to give serious
thought to the current escalation of the
nuclear arms race. The nuclear cloud is
casting a dark shadow on the world. It is
in such a dark time, concludes one of the
chapters, that the eye begins to see.
The Spring 1982 Peace and Justice Newsletter carries the full text
of a letter written by Samuel Brubaker to NAE's Social Action Commission on the subject of the nuclear
arms race and the evangelical
church's response. (Dr. Brubaker is
the Brethren in Christ representative to the commission.) Copies of
the Newsletter may be obtained by
writing the Commission on Peace
and Social Concerns, P.O. Box 27,
Mount Joy, PA 17552.
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The Missions Prayer Fellowship and Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary provide grassroots support
for Brethren in Christ Missions. Both of these agencies will be represented at the 1982 General Conference. Visit their displays at Conference for more information about MPF and WMSA activities and how
you can be involved with them.

WMSA—
"Serving Brethren
in Christ Missions"
by Jane Hunsberger
As we contemplate the motto of the
Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary,
let's travel by vivid imagination to Zambia, Africa. . . .
An expectant mother mingles in the
courtyard at Macha Hospital, awaiting
delivery. She came early because quick
transportation may not be available
when her "time" comes. While waiting,
her attire is a colorful, sturdy, gathered
gown—a product of love from her Christian sisters in North America. On another
day we may see rows of hospital patients
sitting in chapel, all neatly dressed in
uniforms furnished by the WMSA.
We move on to Zimbabwe where dedicated nurses offer medical services from

Who will sew?
For many years Beula Knepper, now
gone to be with the Lord, gave unselfishly of her sewing skills to the work of
the Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary. During the last four years of her
life, she sewed approximately 90 pairs of
men's pajamas for Brethren in Christ
mission hospitals.
The W M S A has received requests for
95 pairs of men's pajamas for hospitals
in Zambia and Zimbabwe for 1982.
Now that Beula has put aside her needle
and thread, who will sew them?
The Lord has timed perfectly the
voluntary service of two seamstresses.
They are presently sewing 70 pairs of
pajamas, the Atlantic Conference portion of the order, and sewers in the
Allegheny Conference are providing the
other 25 pairs.
"This is the Lord's doing, it is marvelous in our eyes" (Ps. 118:23).
—WMSA Committee
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A toy distributed by
the Palm Valley congregation in Pharr, TX,
gets a hug from its
new owner.

restored clinics and Mtshabezi Hospital.
Hospital garments from newborn size to
adult gowns and pajamas have been
contributed by women skilled in sewing.
In Pharr, Texas, the face of a MexicanAmerican child glows with delight as a
stuffed toy is placed in her hands. It is
possible this will be her only Christmas
toy. (The gift of an infant layette has
influenced a family to start attending
services as a result of the outreach of the
Palm Valley church.)
Overnight guests who visit Spring
Lake Retreat, or the camper from New
York City, will sleep in a room made
cheerful with curtains provided by the
denominational sewing organization.
In response to a request by the Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary, caring friends contribute money for Montreal Lake Children's Home. The funds
we furnish are directed toward the purchase of warm clothing for a Cree
Indian child.
In your imaginary travels did you
hear the words of thanks from a tearful
mother in Nicaragua? Drums of clothing have been shipped and distributed
among the churches there.
Or did you see the bright quilt on the
bed of the transient who spent the night
at the facilities provided by Life Line
Mission in San Francisco?
We can't forget the young, unprepared mother-to-be who gratefully accept-

ed a layette provided through Bronx
Community Ministries in New York
City.
Imaginary travels aside, organizational guidelines define the work of the
Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary
as directing sewing relating to Brethren
in Christ Missions. This ministry is
made possible by caring groups in the
United States and Canada.
Jane Hunsberger is secretary of the Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary and lives
in Collegeville, PA.

WMSA-donated hospital gowns are worn
by patients at Macha Hospital in Zambia.
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Supporting
and
promoting
missions
by Martha Lady

As the 1982 General Conference approaches, the Missions Prayer Fellowship reaffirms its desire to stimulate and
encourage prayer for missions. There is
cause for humble celebration in the evidence of answered prayer during the
past biennium. God is working in his
people. Both in maturing national churches overseas and in North America, God
is giving vision for new ministries close
to home and farther away.
The Brethren in Christ are launching
new missions efforts in urban areas. The
Missions Prayer Fellowship has chosen
to support two of these with its current
adult and children's projects.
The 1982-83 adult project will help
provide land for living quarters and a
worship center in Nagoya, Japan. Nagoya, with its 2,000,000 plus population,
averages one church to every 21,300 persons. It is located along the main transportation artery connecting Tokyo and
Yamaguchi Ken where Brethren in
Christ congregations are already developing. This midway position makes

Condominium complexes in Montalban—the Gilmores' new neighborhood in
Caracas.

Nagoya a good meeting point for Japanese church leaders. A young Brethren
in Christ couple, Mr. and Mrs. Sugata,
are living there. The Sugatas are asking
for a Brethren in Christ church in their
area and are willing to work with John
and Lucille Graybill to make this possible. You can help also by giving toward
the $30,000 M P F project for land for
this new church in Japan.
The 1982 children's project focuses on
Caracas, Venezuela. A condominium
unit has been purchased in Montalban,
in the western part of the city. Gordon
and Susie Gilmore, with Charity and
Benjamin, are living there. Children in
North America are working to raise
$5,800 to purchase furnishings for a living room, dining area and three bedrooms, and major appliances. Let's help
them become excited about making a
condominium in Caracas look and feel

like home for Benjamin and Charity and
their parents. More information about
the project will be available at the M P F
booth at General Conference.
To encourage missions promotion in
congregations, the Missions Prayer Fellowship is sponsoring four workshops at
General Conference:
1. Communicating missions to children—led by Fern Peck;
2. C o m m u n i c a t i n g missions to
youth—Dave Brubaker;
3. Witness and service in the urban
setting—Warren Hoffman;
4. Praying for a fragmented world—
Miriam Stern.
Plan to attend these workshops, then
take ideas you have learned back to your
home congregation.
As the M P F continues to seek ways
to communicate missions to the congregations of our brotherhood and to challenge the church to prayer, we ask the
Lord to direct us in planning and putting into effect the programs he desires.
We want to join in celebrating what God
is doing in his world.
Martha Lady is a member of the Missions
Prayer Fellowship Committee and resides in
Springfield, Ohio.
Send MPF project funds to one
of the following:
USA Treasurer
Lucille Ulery
Box 188
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Labels like this are available to convert soda cans
into banks for children's project money. Contact
Frances Harmon, Children's Project Coordinator,
314 E. 11th, Upland, CA 91786.
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Church News
Managerial change,
personnel openings
at Upland Manor
After giving 8 years of outstanding
leadership to Upland Manor, Upland,
Calif., Woodrow and Ellen Wiles have
resigned as managers effective in the fall
of 1982. Dwight Bert, chairman of the
board of trustees, noted that under their
direction, the Manor had been operated
successfully and with financial prudence.
During Mr. Wiles' tenure, an enlargement building program was completed
and planning for a new phase of care
instituted. A house on Arrow Highway
near the Manor has been purchased and
will be used as a board and care facility.
Personnel to handle this enlarged program are still being sought.
The trustees have announced that Dr.
and Mrs. Arthur Climenhaga will fill the
managerial position as of December 1.
Dr. Climenhaga was bishop of the Pacific
Conference when the Manor concept
Host Couple Needed
Voluntary Service host couple needed at Kenbrook Bible Camp, September 1. This work involves kitchen
management, general caretaking of
the b u i l d i n g and h o s t i n g retreat
groups. Interested persons should
contact Eugene Wingert, Camp Manager, 501 Pine Meadow Dr., Lebanon,
PA 17042. (717) 865-4547.

Easter at North Star Mission
At Paddockwood, Sask., this Easter, we
were reminded that some of our fellowmen
are not as fortunate as we are—they can't
hear the Easter message. But Eva Smith, the
pastor, had the beautiful Easter service translated in sign language so that every member
in the congregation could "hear." Vicki Gee,
a young mother who with her brothers and
sisters learned the art to accommodate a deaf
brother, did the translation.
Two of the young people, Lisa and Lynne
Sorenson, sang "On the Old Rugged Cross,"
which they translated for the deaf, singing all
f o u r verses in two languages at the same
time.
Ten-year-old Merle McGowan read Ruth
Vaughn's "He Took My Place," which describes how the hardened criminal Barabbas
found repentance. By an overwhelming majority, he had been voted the prisoner to be
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was developed in 1969 and helped in its
becoming a reality.
Miss Virginia Engle of the Highland
congregation, Ohio will be arriving the
last of May to assume the responsibility
of the meal service at the Manor.
There are opportunities for volunteer
service workers at the Manor, either for
a married couple without children or for
single individuals. Openings exist for
general building maintenance and in the
new care unit. Anyone interested in
volunteer service or for partial salary
please contact the manager, 1125 W.
Arrow Highway, Upland, CA 91786.

Robert Thompson
Ordained April 25
On Sunday, April 25, 1982, Robert
W. Thompson was ordained to the
Christian ministry. The service was held
in the Kindersley Brethren in Christ
Church where Rob serves as pastor.
Rob became a Christian at the age of
nine. He is a graduate of Briercrest Bible
Institute, Saskatchewan, and has served
as associate pastor at New Life and
Massey Place as well as pastor of the
Boyle congregation.
Rob and his wife, Carol (Palmer)
have two children, Jeremy and Sean.
Bishop Harvey R. Sider presided at
the service and delivered the ordination
address. Pastor Gareth Evans of the
Delisle Brethren in Christ Church, and
Rob presented musical selections.
released while three others, including Jesus,
were to be crucified. A weary traveler with
his frail wife was on the road that day of
crucifixion. Accosted roughly on the dusty
trail at evening by the unrepentant and gloating Barabbas, the peaceful journey became a
frightening one. It was his young wife, quoting the prophet Isaiah, who convinced the
calloused sinner that the crucifixion of Jesus
was prophesied, that his freedom had nothing
to do with his own popularity. With trembling hands and ashen face, Barabbas was
heard to say, "Jesus, the Son of God, is being
crucified while I go free. He is dying now for
my sins."
The whole concept of our Christian belief
was there in a nutshell, and Barabbas' callous ego was deflated. He was the first of the
thousands who have suffered ego-deflation
in the past two thousand years, to a greater
or lesser degree through the same persuasion.

Allegheny Conference
The Cedar Grove congregation reports that
seven persons were baptized on Sunday, March
14, following the morning worship service. • The
guest speakers for a Missions Conference held by
the Cedar Heights congregation on the weekend of
April 17 were William and Mary Hoke and Frank
and Blanche Kipe.
Rev. John Bundy served as the evangelist for
Spring Spiritual Renewal Services held by the
Colyer congregation on March 24-26. • Bishop
Byers shared with the Five Forks congregation on
April 7-11.
March 21-28 were the dates for the Green
Spring Revival Services. Rev. Richard Lehman
was the evangelist and The Carpenters Tools presented special music.

Atlantic Conference
A Prayer Breakfast for the men and boys was
held by the Conoy congregation on Good Friday.
Mahlon Fry was the speaker and Randy Miller
provided music. • The Elizabethtown congregation held a Missions Rally on Sunday evening,
April 25 with Rev. Leung of F E B C as the guest
speaker. A time of Fellowship and refreshments
was held following the service.
A selection of choral music with slides was presented to the Harrisburg congregation by the
"Wholeness in Worship" Sunday school class. •
The Souderton congregation hosted the Annual
Missionary Prayer Fellowship on Thursday, April
29.

Canadian Conference
A 50th Wedding Anniversary Fellowship was
held for Mr. and Mrs. Christ Albrecht on March
20, 1982 in the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
Church. Mr. Albrecht was a former deacon.
The Heise Hill congregation hosted a H y m n
Festival on Sunday evening, April 4. A combined
choir f r o m the Bridlewood, Heise Hill and Oak
Ridges congregations presented the service. • The
Rosebank congregation reports "The Uncondemned," a religious drama, was presented to the congregation on March 28. The program was given by
a group from the Emmanuel Bible College.

Central Conference
Guests of the Christian Union congregation on
Sunday, May 2, were residents of the County
Home. The guests were present for the morning
worship service and for a potluck dinner afterwards.
Five persons were received into the Northridge
congregation on Sunday, April 25. • The subject
of euthanasia was presented and discussed'by the
Nappanee congregation on Sunday evening, May
2.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene congregation hosted training sessions to prepare counsellors for an area-wide
Larry Jones Crusade. The crusade was conducted
April 14-18 in the Abilene High School.
Members of the Bethany congregation participated recently in a tornado cleanup in Texas.

Pacific Conference
A seminar, "Positive Parenting from Proverbs"
was held in the Upland Church on May 7. Sponsored by the International Center for Learning,
the seminar was open to parents of preschool and
elementary children.
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For The Record . . .

March 20, in the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church with father of the bride and Rev. Robert
Hempy officiating.

Births

Obituaries

Alderfer: Jennifer Leigh, March 26; D o n and
Beck Alderfer, Souderton congregation, Pa.

Carr: Mrs. Zada V. Carr, Millersburg, Pa.,
born Sept. 16, 1928, died March 24, 1982. She was
married to Russell H. Carr who survives. Also
surviving are two sons: Allen W. and Leonard H.;
two daughters: Mrs. Ronald Miller and Barbara
J.; her mother, Mrs. Lena Shifflet; a brother, Jennings E. Shifflet; a sister, Vivian Barber; and 11
grandchildren. She was a member of the Free
Grace Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Luke Keefer.
I n t e r m e n t was in the Riverview M e m o r i a l
Gardens.

Alleman: Brian Martin, Aug. 12, 1981; Mark
and Maxine Alleman, Mastersonville congregation, Pa.
Cunningham: Julie Kay, March 23; Glenn and
Carol (Ebersole) Cunningham, Shenks congregation, Pa.
Dourte: Megan Ellene, March 29; Nevin and
Doneen Dourte, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Drace: Crystal Lynn, Oct. 30, 1981; Mitch and
L a R u e Drace, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Foltz: Lewis William, March 26; Robert and
Sue Foltz, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Froehlich: Nicole Lynn, July 28, 1981; Fred
and Penny Froehlich, Souderton congregation,
Pa.
Frontz: J o n a t h a n Edward, March 27; Keith
and Karen Fontz, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Lehman: Jason Duane, April 7; Duane and
Teresa Lehman, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Lorry: Brandon Kent, March 9; Gary and
Lynn Lorry, Mt. Pleasant congregation. Pa.
Meulenberg: Cornelia, Nov. 14, 1981; Dirk
and Bethany Meulenberg, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Oberholtzer: Rebecca Sue, Feb. 11; Fred and
Vershendia Oberholtzer, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Pyror: Randall Jay, April 3; Bill and Linda
Pyror, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Redcay: April Dawn, April 4; Jay and Linda
Redcay, Green Spring congregation, Pa.
Roberts: A a r o n Benjamin, April 9; Rich and
Lori Roberts, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Rodgers: Nicolette Elizabeth, April 9; Ken and
Lindy Rodgers, Elizabethtown congregation. Pa.
Sexton: J o s h u a Daniel, April 11; Ron and Sue
Sexton, Fairview congregation, Pa.
Smith: J a s o n Kyle, Feb. 7; Mike and Lolly
Smith, Souderton congregation, Pa.

Carver: Mrs. Ethel Carver, born Sept. 27,
1913, in Stevensville, Ont., died April 3, 1982. She
is survived by a son, Howard and three brothers:
Ernest, Curtiss, and Walter. Rev. Ross Nigh conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the
Bertie Brethren in Christ Cemetery.
Cassel: Annie Cassel, died J a n . 29, 1982 at the
age of 69 years in the K-W Hospital, Kitchener,
Ont. She was the daughter of Oliver and Matilda
Cassel. She is survived by a brother, Percy and a
sister, Ida. In addition to her parents she was
preceded in death by two brothers. She was a
member of the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
Grove: Rev. Arthur W. Grove, Messiah Village, Pa., born July 10,1912, died March 14, 1982.
He was married to Anna Myers who preceded him
in death. He later married Esther Book who survives. Also surviving are a son, Darrell A.; a
daughter, Mrs. Shirley Rebelo; two brothers:
Henry W. and Walter; and a sister, Mrs. Esther
Hege. He was a retired Brethren in Christ pastor
and a member of the Messiah Village Church
Board. Rev. LeRoy Walters, Rev. Eber Dourte,
and Rev. Avery Musser conducted the funeral
service in the Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church.
Interment was in the Montgomery Cemetery.
Tribute
During his short residence at Messiah Village,
Arthur Grove frequently spoke of his believing
that the Lord was going to heal him. Today, as we
pay him tribute, his healing is granted and his
physical afflictions fade into oblivion.
Arthur always wore a smile and carried a concern for others. He continually desired to discover
God's will for being where he was, when he was so

Miller-Walker: Mary Ellen, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Clarance Walker, and Timothy, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Miller, both Mill Hall, Pa.,
April 16, in the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. J o h n Bundy officiating.

Martin: Rev. Larry E. Martin, born in Hanover, Pa., Sept. 29,1943, died Feb. 22, 1982. He is
survived by his parents, Elwood C. and Blanche
Merryman Martin; his wife Nancy and son Joshua
T.; and two brothers, Edward and Robert. He was
graduated f r o m Taylor University in 1965, and
f r o m Asbury Theological Seminary in 1969. From
1969 through 1973 he was associated with the
Hagerstown (MD.) Youth For Christ. F r o m 1974
through 1979 he served the Brethren in Christ
Church in California, first as youth minister in the
Upland congregation, then as church planter for
the Immanuel congregation in Chino. The funeral
service was conducted by Rev. Robert Gray in the
Grace Bible Church, Manchester, Md. Bishop
Alvin Book shared the following tribute.

Penner-Bundy: Judith Irene, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. George Bundy and J o n Todd Penner,

The Board of Bishops of the Brethren in Christ

Weaver: April Nicole, Feb. 22; Jerome and
Karen Weaver, Green Spring congregation, Pa.
Wightman: Ann Marie, J a n . 31; Rev. Doug
and Luci (Heise) Wightman, Manitoba. Mrs.
Wightman is f r o m the Heise Hill congregation,
Ont.

Weddings
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Tribute

Church. Rev. J o h n Zuck conducted the funeral
service. Interment was in the Hagey Cemetery.
Garis: Wilmer D. Garis Sr., Souderton, Pa.,
born Feb. 20, 1913 in Hilltown Twp., Pa., died
March 20, 1982. He was the son of Joseph and
Rachel Detwiler Garis. He was married to Dorothy
Wismer Garis who survives. Also surviving are six
children: Glenn, J o h n , Wilmer Jr., Joseph, Mrs.
Doris Rice, and Mrs. Lois Landis; 21 grandchildren; and three sisters. He was a member of the
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church where he
taught Sunday school and served as a deacon for
19 years.
Martin: Mrs. Mary Martin, Quincy, Pa., born
March 28, 1905, died March 14, 1982 in the
Quincy Rest Home. She was married to Paul
Martin who survives. Also surviving are a son,
J o h n ; two daughters: Ruth and Mrs. Ethel Hykes;
and nine grandchildren. She was a member of the
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church were the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Donald Miller
and Rev. Roy Hawbaker. Interment was in the
Antrim Cemetery.
Sherer: Anna T. Sherer, born March 6, 1891,
died March 11,1982. She was the daughter of Rev.
Samuel and Elizabeth Torney Sherer. She was a
member of the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Jerel Book, Rev. Graybill Wolgemuth
and Rev. Benjamin Thuma. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
physically limited. He used his alert mind to the
end.
Arthur's life bore dedicated service. F r o m 1953
to 1970 he served as pastor of several Brethren in
Christ Churches: Iron Springs (near Fairfield,
Pa.), Canoe Creek (near Holidaysburg, Pa.),
Chino and Waukena (in Ca.). He also pastored the
Norco (Ca.) Community Church for two years.
During most of these years, he also taught public
school. He served as advisor on the board of Kings
Outreach for boys, a juvenile drug-related ministry in Hanford, Ca. And he was a member of the
Messiah Village church board but was able to
attend only two of its meetings.
The essence of this man of God seems to be
captured in Psalm 17:15: "But as for me, my contentment is not in wealth, but in seeing you and
knowing all is well between us. And when I awake
in heaven, I will be fully satisfied, for I will see you
face to face."
Alvin J. Book
Bishop of Allegheny Conference
Church, and particularly Bishop Don Shafer,
acknowledge with appreciation the ministry of
Brother Larry as he served in our midst. He was
youth minister in the Upland (Calif.) Church,
working with Pastor Elbert Smith and Pastor
Robert Hempy f r o m 1974 to 1977. He served as
the church planter for the Immanuel Church in
Chino, Calif, from 1977 to 1979. He gave service
on the General Conference as well as the Pacific
Regional Conference Board of Christian Education. More recently, he conducted a workshop on
youth ministries at the Upland Church. Larry was
gifted as a person working with youth.
We express our condolences to his wife, family,
and many friends, knowing he is in perfect peace
with his Creator and Master. May we all take fresh
courage to walk with and work for our Savior and
King, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Bishop Alvin J. Book
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"I want to be a disciple
of the Lord, pray for me."
by C. W. Boyer
The year was 1894. It was in February
of that year that the first revival meeting
was held in the Cross Roads Brethren in
Christ church. In one of the testimony
services during that meeting, twelveyear-old Anna stood and said, "I want
to be a disciple of the Lord. Pray for
me." Anna dates her conversion from
that confession. She was baptized and
received into the church the same year;
and so, at the age of twelve, Anna
became a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church. More about Anna later.
Should children at the age of twelve—
and especially younger
children—be
encouraged to become members of the
church? Visitor readers are aware that
there are those who feel they should wait
till they are older. 1 In a recent personal
letter from the editor, he said, "the question of what is the appropriate age for
full church membership is one that is
being discussed in the brotherhood these
days."
So, in continuing this discussion, may
I say that I appreciate the efforts which
'See "Waters That Divide" in the March
10, 1981 issue, and "Mapping the Journey
Toward Mature Faith" in the May 25 issue.

Did you miss it?
Some of you didn't qualify, but if
you were single, widowed, divorced,
or separated and were not at the
Women Alone Feminar at Camp
Hebron, April 16-18, you missed it.
Friday evening we got acquainted
with first-timers and renewed old
friendships. We were also challenged
by an excellent film produced by
Wycliff Bible Translators, "Mountain of Light."
Our featured speaker, Evamae
Barton Crist, made us laugh, cry and
grow with her homey wisdom and
her testimony. Her challenge sent us
home enriched and enthusiastic to
serve God in our sphere.
12

have been made and are being made
throughout the church to encourage
early conversion and church membership; that I believe these efforts reflect
the church's approved policy in this matter; and that the church has benefitted
and is being benefitted, both numerically and spiritually, by these efforts.
In 1975 the Board of Bishops requested Roy Siderto prepare a position paper
on the subject Conversion and Church
Membership. This paper was approved
by the board and then published in tract
form the same year. (Copies are available from the Publishing House.) In the
part of the paper dealing with children,
Brother Sider wrote:
"Recently a fine young man was
ordained to the Christian ministry. He
was converted at the age of four years
and joined the Brethren in Christ Church
at the age of six. What if membership
had been delayed? Perhaps it would
have done no harm. But we can't be
certain. There was another boy: membership was refused because he was too
young: a life of backsliding followed.
"I find some agreement with the pastor who had a goal that before a Sunday
school scholar reached the age of twelve,

by Lois Brubaker
Dr. Martha Karam gave us practical help in living and enjoying life as a
single. Our special Saturday night
feature was a beautiful musical-art
presentation by Rev. and Mrs. Neville West. Mildred Myers brought
thought provoking devotions on experiencing God's presence.
Please, if God has called you to a
life of "blessed" singleness, come and
share with us next year. We need you,
and you need the Women Alone
Feminar.
To add your name to the mailing
list, write to Elizabeth Kanode, 1125
North Front Street, Harrisburg, Pa.
17102.

that person should be won to Christ,
baptized, and a member of the church.
Not all will be converted, and not all
who profess conversion will follow
through baptism and membership. However, hasty condemnation of that goal is
not justified. The 'teens' is a time when
peer pressure is greatest. There is need
for a tangible anchor. Church membership can be such an anchor."
While thinking on this matter, it
occurred to me that it would be interesting and informative to know at what age
members of the Brethren in Christ
Church here at Messiah Village were
converted, and at what age t'hey united
with the church. So I made a survey
which included sixty representative members. Here are several interesting testimonies from these individuals:
J. N. Hostetter: "When, due to floods,
T. A. Long from Texas wasn't able to
get to the Manor church for the beginning of the revival which started in late
1913 and continued into 1914, Father
substituted. We had a wonderful revival
under his ministry. I was saved, along
with brothers, Henry and C. N., and
also the three Heisey brothers, Henry,
Paul, and John, Roy and Leighton
Mann, and many others. We were baptized in May, 1914, in the Susquehanna
river, while a crowd of approximately
500 watched from the bank. I was nine
when I was saved, and then when I was
received into the church."
When Katie Heisey, Wilmer's mother,
was eight she stood in prayer meeting
and said, "Pray for me." "Did you do
anything more than that," I asked. "No,
that was all." "Well, Jesus understood
your heart." "Yes, Jesus knew how to
take care of His little lambs," was her
reply. When Katie was ten, she went to
her father, the late Abram Z. Hess, and
said, "The Lord is telling me that I
should be baptized." She was baptized
shortly afterward, and Katie Hess became a member of the church at the age
of ten.
Mrs. Ruth (Harvey) Musser: "When I
was about eight, I felt the Lord speaking
Evangelical
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to my young heart that I should be
saved. But Mother told me to wait till I
was older and would understand better,
so I wasn't saved till I was fourteen.
That's a dangerous age, and I'm glad I
was saved then; but I could have been
saved when I received my first call, when
I was eight."
Nellie Dick: "Noah Zook, with his
wife Mary, held a revival meeting at the
Wainfleet church in the winter of 1902.
When the invitation was given, I felt that
I should go to the altar; but since I was
only seven I decided to ask Mother first.
She realized that I was quite young; but
she didn't want to hinder me, so she gave
her consent. I went to the altar then and
gave my heart to the Lord, and I
received the assurance that I was His
child. I also became aware then of a
restitution which I would need to make.
At the baptismal service several months
later my father, the late Bishop John
Sider, officiated, and I and a number of
others were baptized in Lake Erie. I was
especially happy to be baptized by my
father." And so, at the age of seven,
another lamb entered the fold of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
John and Belva Mae Hoke, with their
eight-year-old son, William, were helping to provide lodging for members
attending the 1925 General Conference
at the Highland church. The Hokes
were not a Christian family, and seldom,
if ever, attended a religious service.
Partly perhaps to please their guests, the
Hokes accepted their invitation to attend
one of the evangelistic services held in
the tent during Conference. When the
invitation was given, Belva went to the
altar. William followed soon after, and
they were both saved that night. William's testimony is: "I had a very genuine
experience of really finding the Lord."
What? An eight-year-old boy, from a
non-Christian home, with no previous
Bible instruction or knowledge, in the
first time he remembers being in a religious service—"really finding the Lord"!
Could that be true? (I wonder whether
our carefully-worked-out "theories"
might not hinder the Lord working
sometimes.) Yes, it was true; and later
that year, at the age of eight, William
Hoke was baptized and became a member of the Brethren in Christ Church.
I now feel impressed to add a few
words of personal testimony. I was
saved in a revival meeting at the Highland church on January 27, 1907 at the
age of seven. It was a real "crisis experience," and there followed a real change
in my life. I was baptized and received
May 25, 1982

Seated, left to right—Mrs. Katie Heisey, Mrs. Nellie Dick, and Mrs. Anna Zercher.
Standing—William Hoke, John N. Hostetter, C. W. Boyer, and Mrs. Ruth Musser.

into the church that Spring at the age of
eight. So, on January 27,1982,1 observed
my seventy-fifth spiritual birthday.
Praise the Lord!
Now I must also tell you more about
"Anna." She was Anna Hess, now Anna
Zercher, who reached her 100th birthday on November 30, 1981, and who is
one of the alert and active members here
at Messiah Village. Concerning her conversion experience, she said that during
the testimony meeting she was heavily
under conviction. Eli M. Engle had testified about being a disciple of the Lord.
This thought expressed her desire so
well that she finally had the courage to
stand and make her statement; and her
testimony is: "That's when the burden
left my heart, and I was free."
The statistical results of my survey
here at the Village are as follows: The
number who were converted and united
with the church at the age of twelve or
younger was thirty-four, 56.6%. The
number who were thirteen or older was
twenty-six, 43.4%. Breakdown of the
young group: Those who were converted and united with the church at the
age of twelve was eleven; at the age of
eleven, six; at the age of ten, five; at the
age of nine, eight; at the age of eight,
two; at the age of seven, two. I might
point out further that seventeen of this
number, or half of the group, were from
the ages of seven to ten. These experiences are also the more significant, I think,
in that they occurred in a day when early
conversion and church membership
were not particularly encouraged or
favored.
So here is a group who as young

children were converted and united with
the church, who grew to maturity, and
who have given and are still giving faithful service to God and the church. And I
am sure that in other of our congregations similar examples could be found. I
am also sure that in many, perhaps in
most of our congregations, there are
young children who are members of the
church today, and who with careful
shepherding will, if Jesus tarries, become
dependable young people and faithful
adult members, and workers, in the
church of tomorrow.
Referring again to the position paper,
Brother Sider says: "A conscientious
pastor will encourage converts to apply
for membership in the church. He will
prepare them for decision through pastoral classes and personal consultation."
And I believe it is important that this
instruction be "graded," to make it
meaningful for younger applicants. The
church then has the very great responsibility for the growth and maturity of
these younger members.
When Jesus told Peter to "feed my
lambs," may we not believe that these
lambs would include young children
who have accepted Jesus as their Savior? And if they are in the fold of the
Good Shepherd, should they not also be
welcomed into the fold of the church? In
discussing this question with Anna
Zercher, she said, "They are safer within
the fold than without." To which I trust
we could all say, Amen!
C. W. Boyer is a resident of Messiah Village and a long-time contributor to the
Visitor.
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Readers Respond
Discussion guides?
I am so thankful for the article "Estrangement, Isolation, Loneliness" by
Lowell Mann (March 10 Visitor). It
made one of the most dynamic adult
Sunday school sessions I have been a
part of.
Maybe a study-discussion guide could
be prepared by some Visitor staff so that
all the churches would be encouraged to
study the theme articles prior to and in
preparation for General Conference.
Anne Marie Shaw
Collingwood, Ontario
That's a possibility for 1984, if we
have additional
interest
expressed.

mmiE

Mary Olive Lady
Choma, ZAMBIA

Visit from a friend . . .
Please renew my subscription to the
Visitor for another year. It is my only
contact with the Brethren in Christ
Church, and 1 look forward to its com-
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Right To Life
The following letter by Calvin Hamblin and the reply was seen posted on
the bulletin board of the Valley View
Brethren in Christ Church in Roanoke,
Va., where Calvin is the pastor. At our
request, he agreed to share the dialogue
with the readers of the Visitor.
Rev. Jerry Falwell
Lynchburg, Va. 24505
Dear Rev. Falwell:
On January 31, 1982,1 viewed your
program, The Old- Time Gospel Hour,
and listened to your message comparing the Contemporary 'Pro-Choice'
movement and the 'Pro-Slavery' movement of the previous century. I heartily
concur with your conclusions. I, too,
feel that abortion-on-demand is an
affront to all that we as Christians
espouse in regard to man having been
made in the image of God. Further, I
am strongly opposed to having my tax
monies pay for such gross acts. On this
particular issue, we are in agreement.
I would, however, like to call to your
attention what I perceive to be inconsistency on your part. On the one hand,
you uphold the right-to-life in behalf of
human fetuses, but deny to those already born and now aging their material needs to sustain life. How? you may
ask! By calling for a strong national
14

Also looking . . .
The author of, "I too am looking for
Rationale" (March 10), was lavish in his
praise of women using their talents in
the work of the church. I take exception
to the implication that many times
women are pressed into unsolicited positions of leadership because men are hiding from their responsibilities. I heard
this same idea in some of the missionary
challenges of my youth and rejected it
even then. Surely it does not in any way
reflect on what men are doing or aren't
doing when women are using their gifts
in leadership. Rather it is to the credit of
men who open enough to accept that on
occasion, the one best qualified to lead

may be a woman.
I would hope that as the women of the
Brethren in Christ Church step into
expanding roles of leadership it is not
with the attitude of the noble women of
the writer's congregation who are saying: "Well, Pastor, I think a man could
do it more effectively, but if you have no
one else, I'm willing to give it a try." This
mentality puts down both men and
women and can hardly be God's plan for
his Church.

defense and military buildup, you are
advocating the expenditure of money
for armaments that could be used for
alleviating the hunger and suffering of
millions of elderly folk in our country.
Surely you must realize that our Congress allocates far more for bombs than
for bread and butter? Far more is spent
for Pentagon 'play toys' than for Social
Services and human need!
How can you advocate an increase in
nuclear stockpiling as opposed to meeting the needs of people for whom Christ
died? How can you lend support to the
building of nuclear weapons all the
while knowing that such action only
intensifies an already tense and strained
situation around the world? Can you,
with consistency, advocate the extermination of human life through Nuclear War and nuclear buildup, while
preaching the 'right-to-life' for human
fetuses? I think not! Human life is precious regardless of whether before or
after birth.
Because you are my Christian brother,
I am calling this to your attention. We
must make an effort to be consistent in
our logic and faithful in our preaching
of everything that Jesus both taught
and demonstrated.
Therefore, I am humbly requesting
that you prayerfully consider the inconsistency of your position. Further, if
you can and will acknowledge such
inconsistency, perhaps you will make
this known to your church membership
and the T.V. public currently lending

DIALOGUE BIM.L&&

support to your ministry.
Thank you for hearing tlje concern
of a brother in Christ.
Sincerely,
Calvin C. Hamblin, Jr.
Dear Pastor Hamblin:
Thank you for your letter of February 2 addressed to Dr. Jerry Falwell
who has asked me to respond to your
letter.
I appreciate the tone and spirit of
your letter and so does Dr. Falwell. We
understand your deep concern for the
sanctity of human life, born and unborn,
and we understand your point of view
regarding nuclear stockpiling.
You make the point that, "Human
life is precious, regardless of whether
before or after birth." Certainly we
agree with you. However, you argue
that for the United States to stockpile a
similar number of nuclear weapons to
those being stockpiled by Russia is to
be guilty of not being concerned about
human life.
You also argue that it is inconsistent
to be in favor of protecting unborn
human life and to be in favor of a strong
national defense and a military buildup. We respectfully disagree with you.
We believe that a strong national defense policy inclines toward peace and
promotes stability in the world. We
think that a weak national defense policy invites expansionism, adventurism,
and aggression. We believe that vulnerability will encourage the Russians while
Evangelical
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ing as I would a visit from a friend.
Also, please send me the following
books: Lantern in the Dawn by John
Zercher and Nonresistance Under Test
by E. J. Swalm. 1 am enclosing a check.
Verna Conklin
Durham, NC

Editorial

The sign of the dove
For the Brethren in Christ, the symbol of the dove carries a dual meaning.
The Power of Pentecost
As it represents the Holy Spirit, the dove reminds us of the One who guides
and empowers us—individual believers as well as the church—in our daily walk
of discipleship. Because the Holy Spirit is at work, our lives can be practical
expressions of holiness and obedience to God.
Although we emphasize the Spirit's sanctifying and empowering work in the
believer, we do not have a strong tradition of observing Pentecost Sunday,
which is May 30 this year. But perhaps we should. For the events of Pentecost,
coming fifty days after Christ's resurrection, signaled the birth of the church.
Following the crucifixion, the disheartened disciples huddled behind closed
doors, fearing the people. Even after the resurrected Christ appeared to them,
some doubted (according to Matthew's account). But with the Holy Spirit's
coming upon them at Pentecost, the transformed disciples boldly proclaimed to
the Jerusalem multitudes the good news that Jesus was Lord. And through
their witness, the Holy Spirit added 3,000 persons to the church that day,
possibly the greatest percentage increase the church has ever seen in one day.

I appreciate receiving the Visitor, as it
gives me the opportunity to keep "caught
up" with the larger Brethren in Christ
thought. I like the current emphasis on
social issues—it brings a good balance, I
think.
The format, I find eye appealing and
attractive also.
Keep up the good work.
Lucille Marr
Kitchener, Ontario
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military preparedness will discourage
them. For you to accuse us of being
unconcerned about human life after
birth because of our support of a strong
national defense policy is in itself unfair
and inconsistent. I respectfully remind
you that you know this and knew it
before you wrote your letter.
It is one thing to say you are against a
strong national defense and against a
nuclear buildup, but it is another thing
entirely to say that those who disagree
with you not only disagree with you but
that they have no respect for human
life. That, of course, is what you are
saying, however nicely, to us. The ancient question is whether or not Russia
would be motivated to behave more
responsibly if we unilaterally disarmed
ourselves. We happen to believe they
would not. You obviously believe they
would. I respect your right to believe
this, and I do not accuse you of being
insensitive about human life or believing that. I think you are wrong, but I do
not accuse you of being unfeeling about
human life. I think it would be more
appropriate for you to show a similar
restraint for those who disagree with
you.
Again, though, I would like to compliment you on the tone and spirit of
your letter, and I appreciate the opportunity to have this dialogue with you.
For a Better America,
Ronald S. Godwin, Ph.D.
Vice President &
Chief Operations Officer
May 25, 1982

The Practice of Peace
The dove also speaks of peacemaking. Our message of peace is rooted in
Jesus Christ, the Lord of the universe. As Christ's disciples, we are called to
follow him, rejecting coercion and the sword, and instead having a ministry of
healing and reconciliation.
In our strife-torn society, a life of peace and non-violence cannot be successfully lived in our own strength. It is only as we experience new life in Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit that hatred, violence and vengeance can
be replaced by gentleness, longsuffering and forgiveness. Then the believer is set
free to work vigorously for reconciliation wherever suspicion, hatred and
violence is encountered.
Present-day Realities?
This two-fold sign of the dove—is it merely beautiful religious symbolism, a
spiritual heritage? Or does the power of Pentecost and the practicing of peace
characterize the Brethren in Christ today?
Have we become so adept at managing our personal lives and church
programs that we seldom sense the need for the Holy Spirit's power? Are we too
sophisticated or self-satisfied to desire God's holy presence? Are we at all aware
of the danger that a legitimate appreciation for our country may become blind
allegiance, superseding what is to be a more fundamental loyalty to Christ and
his Church (which transcends all political, social and economic distinctions)?
In a fellowship as diverse and growing as ours, we should expect and even
welcome discussion and debate on how to manifest the Spirit-filled life, or how
best to be Christian peacemakers. But we dare not ignore either of these
matters, for in doing so we impoverish ourselves and deny a part of the Gospel
itself.
The power of Pentecost; the practicing of peace. As we consider these issues,
we in North America would do well to dialogue with brothers and sisters from
overseas fellowships, whose perspective would be most helpful. What might
Brethren in Christ from Cuba, Nicaragua, Zimbabwe, Zambia, India and
Japan say to us about relying daily upon the Holy Spirit? How will our spiritual
ties with these brothers and sisters affect our views on war, peace and
reconciliation?
And will we seek to develop ways to hear them, and find out?
G
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"We are collectively responsible for sin,"
Colson tells holiness convention
Chuck Colson told the 114th annual
national Convention of the Christian
Holiness Association—"One of the reasons that we've got a nation of 40 or 50
million so-called Christians, and we are
at the same time morally degenerate and
apostate is that most of the Christian
Church does not understand corporate
obligation.... We are called to be a people, not a collection of individuals, and
we are collectively responsible for sin.
Only by standing up to the sins of
society such as abortion and inhumane
prison conditions, will revival come to
America."
Other speakers who spoke on the
theme "Holiness and Revival," included
Wingrove Taylor, Superintendent of the
Carribean Wesleyan Church; William
Coker, Academic Dean of Asbury College; and Paul Cunningham, pastor of
the Olathe, Kansas, Church of the Nazarene. The pre-Convention Higher Ed-

General
Conference
Information
The May 15 deadline for the "green
card" registration is now past. Please
note that the deadline for paid registrations, using the larger forms sent
to you by the Convention Director
(upon receiving the green card) is
very near at hand—June 1. After
June 1 the registration fee (for people
18 and older) is $18.
Those who are flying and want
someone to meet them at the airport
must inform Wayne Bignell, whose
address and phone number are on
the green form. The deadline is June
15; after that date call (714) 989-5943.
Also call (if after June 15) to let him
know of any changes in your arrival
schedule.
16

ucation Convocation was moved to its
knees in prayer by the address of Robert
Coleman, Professor of Evangelism, Asbury Theological Seminary, who spoke
on "The History of College Revival."
Rev. Albert Kehler, General Superintendent of the Evangelical Christian
Church, was elected the new President
of C.H.A. Resolutions adopted by the
Convention urged President Reagan
and the government of the United States
to set an example before all the world in
seeking realistic and equitable reduction
of nuclear armaments and resolved that
members of the Christian Holiness Association reaffirm their deep concern and
pledge every effort and influence to stop
systematic destruction of human life
through abortion.
The Christian Holiness Association
consists of seventeen denominations representing approximately three million
people in America and around the world.
If you find it necessary to cancel a
paid reservation at Azusa, full refunds
will be made until June 25. No
refunds after that date, except in
emergencies. Do not send letters with
cancellations after June 15. Before
that date, write to Paul Hostetler,
and after June 15, call Paul Hostetler
(phone number and address below).
It now appears that 50 to 100 late
registrants will need to be housed off
campus. An effort is being made to
have these people stay in homes in
the Upland area.
The first session of General Conference will be on Saturday, July 3,
1982, at 1 p.m. Check previous issues
of the Evangelical Visitor for registration times and other information.
Or contact the Convention Director,
Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027.
Phone: (717) 766-2621. If no answer,
call (717) 766-8914 and leave a
message.

Messiah
College
News

Messiah College Commencement
Dr. John M. Perkins, founder of
Voice of Calvary Ministries in Jackson,
Mississippi, was the speaker at Messiah's
72nd Annual Commencement on May
15.
Born a sharecropper, Dr. Perkins has
developed a Christian Community in
Mendenhall, MS, has organized community cooperatives, has written many
articles, and is the author of four books,
the most recent of which is With Justice
for All, 1982.
The recipient of many honors and
awards, this outstanding man of God
has travelled to and has spoken in many
countries in the world.
Two Groundbreakings
President Hostetter directed two
groundbreaking ceremonies at Messiah
College on May 14 as the Board of Trustees and other friends of the college
looked on. Ground was first broken
near the Eisenhower Campus Center for
the expansion of the Lottie M. Nelson
Dining Room. The group then moved
to the site of the next student residence,
to be named in honor of Edwin Naugle,
a major contributor to the project. Both
facilities are scheduled for completion
by the fall of 1983.
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